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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

THE VEXED QUE8TION.
We have received the October number of the

North American Review, and find its articles cha¬
racterized by the research and ability common in

' its pages. Among the sul^eets elaborately treated

j» 4*is number Is the everlnteresting one of " £|a-
very in the United Statet, its evils, alleviations,
and remedieswhich is discussed very temperate¬
ly, judiciously, and completely. We can cordially
commend it for its tone and discriminating justice,
while its style and acquaintance with facts evince a

practised writer and a careful and impartial investi¬

gator. Perhaps, in the present feverish excitement

upon this topic in certain neighborhoods, it de¬
manded some boldness, and a strong love of truth,
to admit so fair an exposition of the whole ques¬
tion of slavery in this country, and therefore we

most cheerfully award the meed of our praise to

this laudable and patriotic article.
It is quite beyond our power to copy the whole

thirty-nine pages of the Review ; but, at the risk of

injuring much of the force of the facts and reason¬

ing by breaking their connexion, we subjoin an

extract or two, as a specimen of the spirit and bear¬

ing of an essay, the perusal of the whole of which
would afford instruction and gratification to every
one possessed of liberal and national views on this
vexed subject, whether they hail from the Northern
or Southern extreme of our Republic.
" It is conceded on all bands that the right to legislate in

regard to slavery belongs exclusively to the individual States
in which that institution exists. Each State has the right to

abolish alavery within its own borders, and no other State is

permitted to interfere with its action. The General Govern¬
ment may admit it into or exclude it from the Territories
which belong to it, but its authority ceaaes when the Terri-
toriea become 8tatea. This single fact, without reference to

any thing else, shows that the direct power, both of the Gen¬
eral Government and of the free States, over alavety, ia con¬

fined within very narrow limita. Inatead of the aeveral States
deriving from the Union authority to interfere with one another's
domestic institutions, the organic law by which they are united
excludes them from such interference, and at the same time
relieves them from a corresponding responsibility.
« There is, however, . limitation of our power over sla¬

very far more inviocible than any imposed by arbjtrary laws
treaties, growing out of the manner in which it ia wrought

into the general framework of our ina'.itutiona. Putting aside
vl questions which relate to the origin and character of sis-
ijA »iaiiing tr ittmpty under Its present atpects, the
prominent fact which strikes one is, that it implies a certain
condition of society.a stage of civilization i i which all,
whites as well aa blacks, are implicated. Ware negro sla-

very, as seems sometimes to be thought, a mere excrescence

on the surface of society, something exceptional and alien to

its general structure, it might with comparative ease be re-

moved. But, instead of its being an exceptionable excres¬

cence it is an esse*ti®l *nd controlling clement in the whole
social' organisation of the Southern people. It penetrates
through and gi<*> cdlor to this organisation. All the laws of the

8outh its cv*t°m(l» >u industrial pursuits, its social habits,
\ are modified by slavery. The education both of home and

\ school, tf* notions of what constitutes an honorable position,
| iha respect paid to labor, the condition of tbe church, the mo¬

ral inmates of the true ends of life, are all, more or less, de¬
termined by it. In different ways its influence is equally de¬
cisive on tbe condition of the slaveholders, the non-slave-
hoMers, and the slavw. The whites need to go through a

training for freedom scarcely loss than the blacks. The mas¬

ter is as much fettered to one end of the chain as the alave to

the ether, and it would be difficult to say which is least pre¬
pared for emancipation.

«' It is obvious that to reconatruct the whole fabric of so¬

ciety which is what ia implied in any wise method of abolish¬
ing alavery.can never be the woik of a day. Had the alaves
been introduced a few years ago into a community whose
industrial habits and social judgments and moral feelings hsd
been formed under free institution*, they might bo suddenly
removed, and the transient void, soon filled, would scarcely
be observed. But to change the organic life of ten millions
of people, to change inatitutions and ideaa rooted in the past
and wrought into all the customs of common life, must, at

the best, be a very slow and gradusl process. To expunge
slavery from the statute book would be the leaat and eaateat

thing required.far easier, certainly, than to legislate into

the minds of whites or blacks the ideas which belong to free
institutions. Were legal slavery aboliahed at the South, it

would probably be centuries before it could be abolished from
the Southern mind. Even at the North, the black, though
equal with the white before the law, is as far as ever from

having vind cated for himself any position of social equality.
In England, in spite of affinities of race, oolor, and g«°eral
equality of culture, eight centuries have hardly euiceu the

distinction between Norman snd Saxon, and atill less that be¬

tween 8axon and Celt. And thus far all experimented emanci¬

pation, which have left the negro in the same country with
his former master, show how nearly impossible it is for either

party to overcome the baniers of race, and caste, and color,
and historical association, and for them to meet esch other on

equal terms.
.. The slaves of the Suu'h are, comparatively, not only a

civilised peop'e, but we doubt if, in the whole history of man¬
kind, a single example can be adduced of a race of men

starting from such a depth of moral degradation and barbarism,
and in a century and a half making so vaet an advance in
civilisation. This progress has b*en owing, ss we believe,
ia bo small part to tbe fact of their being alaves. Through
iki« relation they have been brought into close contact with a

auperior race, under circuma.ancea of restraint and excite¬
ment which have compelled them to abstain from some of the
most debasing vices, to form habits of industry, and which
have leathern to catch rapidly the aocia', moral, and religious
ideas oi their masters. Thts does not extenuate the moral
wrong of sUvsry, for it originated in no such philanthropic
purpose. It is s fact, however, not to be overlooked. How
great this progress has been is seen the moment they sre

sent back to Africa, and pieced side by side with those de¬
scended from tbe eaene general stock. The native African is
still a brute, bowing before a atone, offering human aacrifices;
without arts or industry, with scarcely a not on of right or

wrong; * mere aavage, and of the most degraded kind. Tbe
emancipated alaves who have colonised Liberia have gone far
to prove themaelves competent to establish and conduct.
the greateet work of man on earth.a free and Chriatian
Commonwealth. They have churches, snd schools, and courts
ofjustice, and a representstive government, and laws to which
they know how to secure obedience. Tbe marriage bond is
. much respected, the hems is as sscred, snd tbe education
oi tbe young as anxioualy provided for, as smong the great
mas* of the people in the more civilised Sta'es of Europs.
Aid this progress, and more than thia, ia the fruit of a gradual
culture under a condition of slavery ; and could scarcely havs
existed without those bsbits of obedience, industry, and tem¬
perance which, if exacted by the master for his*own sdvan-
age, have in the end redounded far more to the benefit of
,be alave. We confess that ws fear, if, one hundred or one

hondrad and fifty yesrs ago, any Urge number of native
Africans bad been landed in New England, and left, with

freedom, to provide for themselves, tbst their descend¬
ants at this mojnent, if any still existed, would be in a far more

/4sbettd condition than if their fathers hsd been trained up
from herbalism under tbe restraints of slavery.

I " The moral senss of the world demands of the South, not

I fhf* it shall abolish slsvery in s day or a year, but that it shall
.how, by some decided sctioo, that an institution which It
HTHf"»" keeps tbe stave in a low, debased, sad inferior state,
ft fees not intend, because of its profitableness, nor for sny
-Tiimi but the direct neceesity, to be a permanent one. Were

the Houthern Slates, with a prospective view to emancipation,
to adopt some effective plan by which to educate the blacks
for the duties of freedom.were they thus, in aome proper
methcd and by intention, preparing them for ita ultimate

enjoyment.though the process of training the slave foi free¬
dom were aa long as that which haa accustomed bim to the J
habits of bondage.it would be felt that they were meeting,
aa can be done in no other way, the responsibilities of their

position.
" If slavery is ever done assay by human means, unless it be

through revolution, insuriection, and civil war, it must be by
Houthern men ; and the only persons who have any direct
influence for good over this matter, and who can be expected
voluntarily to exert that influence, are the Southern friends of

emancipation. Any Northern method of agitating the ques¬
tion of slavery which overlooks this point must be fatally er¬

roneous. We fear that it has been overlooked, and already
with very mischievous ie<ulte. We have never heard any
man acquainted w.th the South doubt that the feeling in

regard to the abolition of slavery has within the laat few years
undergone a very great change. Whatever important ends
slavery agitation at the North may have accomplished, it
has paralysed and struck dumb the Southern friends of free¬
dom. Fifteen or twenty years ago large numbers, in ail
parts of the Sou b, for different reasons tad «¦

greet. «¦«'»» Ji-tifc® va Slavery, and with favor on what¬
ever tended towarda its removal. In Mary!andt Virginia,
and Kentucky, the emancipation partywas a large and^ower-
fet one. Now it is annihi'ated. Multitudes are altogether
repelled from it, while others, shrinking from a falee position,
recoiling from any seeming treachery to their friends and
neighbors, and fearing to be identified with Northern Aboli¬
tionists, are silenced. We attribute this state of things in part
to the influence of Mr. Calhoun, and in part to the increased
value of slave property ; but that state of feeling which has
made the calm and fair discuseion of the aubject all but impos¬
sible, we attribute mainly to the manner in which it has been
treated at the North. The emancipation party in the slave
Statrs haa been palsied by the action of abolitionism, more

entirely even than the Colonization Society in the free States.
A method of agitation, whose main result has been to destroy
that party which alone bad it in ita power to do any thing
effectively for the abolition of alavery, seems to us a mournful
one. To have merely secured the discussion of the subject,
without reference to the reasonableness or wisdom of such
discussion, in Northern Legislatures or pulpits, or in the halls
of Congress, is but a slight compensation for this disastrous
evil; and to call the insisting on this destructive speech a vin¬
dication of the freedom of rpeecb, implies a melancholy con¬

fusion of ideas.
" But if we are to wait for the growth of an emancipation

party at the South, it ia said, we may wait a century before
it is large enough to accomplish any thing. This may be so,
or not. It does not, however, alter the fact, that it is the
only human agency, except it be through violence, to which
we can look for the removal of slavery. We have in thia case,
as ia so many others, to trust for the good which we desire
to the slow development of causes over which we have but
little control. It is certain that our impatience will do little
to baaten the social progress of States in the management
of whose internal affairs we have no voice ; while our unin-
voked interference will only cripple the action of those who
alone have the disposition and power to promote the welfare
of the blacka."
These passages, culled nearly at random, will

suffice to exhibit the liberal and truthful character
of the entire production, and will, to those who
have not access to the Review itself, be a guaran¬
ty of its conservative and law-upholding spirit.
The chief aim of the writer, however, is to incul¬
cate upon the reader the immense importance of
the movement in favor of a gradual removal of the
free colored population of the United States to Afri¬
ca or the West India Islands, particularly Jamaica,
by a matured and extending system of colonization.
Tfeii* pleasingly doss the reviewer condense into »

paragraph the results of the beneficent efforts of the
truly philanthropic Colonization Society, and give
them encouragement in their future exertions :

"Had one, in some summer-day dream, busied himself
with imsgining the best method for civilizing a continent, be
would have probably constructed in bis fancy some such
scheme sa this, which, through the labors of the Colon-'xation
Society, has already become a substantive reality. It was a

glorious conception this of making emancipated slavea the
j.i, frnm their fathers came.

glorious conception wis 01 iuamiug
regenerators of the dark land from which their fathers came.

Nor has it proved to be a visionary enterprise, but one which
for more than thirty years has been steadily advancing towarda
successful issues. Many might reasonably, at the outset,
have hesitated and doubted long, before engaging in such an

undertaking. But who, now that its success and promise are

before the world, will not bid it God speed ? The whole coat
of colonization, since its fi-st commencement in 1817, ia esti¬
mated at no more than $1,250,000 ; a sum not sufficient to
build and maintain for half-a-dozen years the small and inef¬
fective squadron which we now keep on the African coast.
On what enterprise during the present century bas the same

sum been expended with a reasonable prospect of such great
results

That our writerdoes not, however, indulge simply
in the dreams of an optimist, who contents him¬
self with pointing out the perfect, without reflect¬
ing that it may be visionary and impracticable, is
evinced by the following moderate expression of
his expectations ; and who can refuse to share in
his hopes, even if all should not be accomplished
which a pure and sanguine philanthropy might ab¬
stractly desire T
" Of course, we do not commend colonization either in Ja-1

maica or Africa as a panacea for all the evils ofalavery, nor do
wa anticipate that colored colonies, outranking all others in
wisdom and virtue, will suddenly become embodied Utopiss.
We have no intention of maintaining extravigancies of this
sort. It is not accessary that colonisation should be a full
snd complete antidote to alavery to make it worthy of con¬

sideration. Our object baa been simply to show that, in the
present sta'e of tha world, it furnishes an opportunity to the
free black for a decided improvement of hi* own condition,
and, still more, that of hia children, and that well-arranged
schemes of colonization would form a moat useful part in any
wire plan for the abolition of slavery. If it be competent to
no more than this, it deserves the attention of every humane
and every patriotic man."

PiczrocKXTS ahd Bed Buss..It is stated in a London
paper that the following curious trick was practised on a lady
while she was walking in the Cryatal Palace. She felt her.
self suddenly tapped on the shoulder, and turning round saw

a gentleman, who said politely, " I bag yonr pardon, madam,
but look there »" and he pointed to a black moving speck on

the shoulder of the lady's shawl, when to her horrer she be¬
held crawling one of those insecta which are the abhorrence.1
of all cleanly and delica'e housewives. With a shudder and
almost a shriek, she threw the shawl from her shoulders, and
full of shame and confusion shook off the unclean thing,
kindly aided by the gentlemin who had pointed it out, and
by two others, who were very assiduous in rendering assistance,
and who, she thought, pressed upon her rather too officious¬
ly. They suddenly separated, and she had scarcely recov¬

ered from her confusion, when she found that she had been
robbed of her gold watch and chain, her brooch, and ber

purse. Fortunately, she waa at thia moment joined by a

gentleman who had quitted ber side but a few momen's be¬
fore, which the thieves had no doubt observed. He informed
the police officer of the occurrence, the lady described the per¬
sons who had surrounded her, snd in an instant the whole
admirable detective arm gements of the police were in opera¬
tion. Every avenue was watched, every door guarded, and
in fifteen minutes the thievea were in custody, snd the pro¬
perty was found in their possession. The well dressed fol¬
low who had eicited the Isdy^ terror by pointing to the
dreadful creature on her shawl was searched, and .a small
box half full of the dirgasting insects was found in hia pos-

Stiscua Geological Facx..At Modena, in Italy,
within a circle of four miles around the city, wherever the
earth ia dog, and the workmen arrive at the dis'ance of sixty-
three feet, they come to a bed of chalk, which they bora with
an auger five fret deep. They than withdraw from the pit
before the auger ia removed, and upon its extraction the
water burrte op with great violence, and quickly fills the
well thus made, the (apply of water being affocted neither by
rains nor droughts. At tha dep-h of fourteen foet are fou*d
the rums of an ancient city, houses, paved street', and mo¬
saic work. Below this again ia a layer of earth, and at thirty- [
.ix feet walnut trees am found entire, and ssith leaves and
walnuts atill upon ibem. At twenty-eight feet soft chalk is
found, and below this vegetables, trees, and animals as before.

LOITERINGS IN LEI8URE HOURS.

Sketch of a Ptairie Tramp through A'orthern
Missouri.

Kind reader, you that have lived the life of a '«cit," abut
np in smoky towna and crowded mart*, did you ever, when
the ahortening days of autumn come on, aod the face of Na¬
ture weara her moat inviting looks.by turna

41 Glorioualy gay and penaively aad".
did you ever escape from your pritoa-place into the pure,
free, open air of heaven, and, leaving behind the canker-
worm of care and thought which bad been eating into your
vital*, wander on, onward, rejoicing in jour freedom, until
you found yourself at laat making an au'umnal tramp over

the glorioua prairiea of that undefined region, the "Far
West ? If you have not, you have not worshipped Nature
aright. Talk not of your pleasure tripe to Saratoga, to

Newport, to Niagara, or any other crowded reaort for fash¬
ionable loungers of the present day. These may all do well
enough { but they are not tha »Uog. Ouo *oea u mem (be
rmu»i rivalry between man and man { the same struggling to

keep up appearancea; fiaele the same cares which have weari¬
ed him, and from which he hoped to make a happy eacape.
It is only by worshipping Nature face to face that be can

fully realize the object of hie desires. He must leave be-
hicd him, too, (hose with whom he has been accustomed to
act and *p?ak and think. But I am wandering from my pur¬
pose, which is simply to endeavor to impart to you, gentle
reader, a portion of the pleasure and utter abandon which
I myself realized over a twelve-month since from a tramp
over the magnificent prairiea and through the nohle forests
of Northern Misaouri.a portion of the State boasting not of
civilization.where Ihe log-cabin or the canvasa tent ia the
traveller'a shelter at night, and where his homely meal ia
furniahed him Ly the hunter's skill; its only inbabitanta Ihe

pioneer-farmers of the backwoods.Nature's beat and truest

nobility.
Behold us in the beginning of October, a party of twenty,

starting on a reconnoiasance of a proposed railway across the
noble delta lying between the two mightiest rivera of Ameri
ca.the Missouri and the Mississippi 5 the waters of the
one rolling from their home amid the mountains of " eternal
mow," the other flowing through that valley into the lap of
which Nature baa poured all her choicest gifte.the frontier
town of St. Joseph, on the Missouri, being the starting point
of our reconnoiasance; Hannibal, on the Miasiasippi, the
terminus. J
As we took up the line of march with all the paraphernalia

af a surveying party, camp equipage, &c .summer waasink¬
ing gently away into the arms of autumn. The ancient fo¬
rests had partly doffed their robes of green, and the "Titans
of the wood " now stood arrayed in all the gorgeouaness of
autumnal drapery. The bright plumed paroquets were on

ihe wing ; the squirrel leaped from limb to limb in the tall
hickory and cotton-wood trees , herds of sleek and content-
Bd cattle browaed upon the verdure of the prairiea ; whilst the
red deer, collected in small bands, as they rested on the
heather, dreamt not of the hunter's skill. Now the sun

shone out in ali hia regal splendor 5 the next moment be
would veil bimrclf behind the fleecy clouds, which seemed
:has»ng each other through the heavens, whilst a gentle voice
of aighing went through the woodi and lall prairie graaa like
a requiem for the bright foliage aa it floated from the bougha.
Such waa the season when we started on our tramp.
A few days' diligent use of aurveying instruments, whilst

the camp hands employed themselves building rough bridges
for ua to cross the vmriooa itrstn^ sufficed to place oa VsyeaA
.wuii of tks Missouri river. Our courae layMMftppadhrih
region of unsurpaaacd fertility, wild and ae }«l> feQ* 4UMy
fettled, vaat atretchea of prairie land unbroken to the furrow *

noble foreata which knew not the atroke of the wood nan's
axe j streams which scorned the reatraint of bridge or dam.
Hera and there a log-cabin reared ita humble and unpretend¬
ing front, ita owner aome sturdy pioneer more independent
on this his "quarter section " than ever an Engliah baron in
daya of " Magna Cbarta." The days we spent in the field
in uae of our instruments ; the nights we passed at camp, or

elae at aome neighboring cabin. The labora of the day over,
field notea, calculations, <Scc. made out, the social ring would
form around tfce camp-fire, (aome huge decayed tree which
had been devoted to the flamea,) and aa the pipe went the
rounds, yielding up our incense to the God of 'fbbacco, the
joke or the atory of border life pasaed from lip ti lip.

Our aturdy chain-bcarers from the wild region of Grand
river.the heroea of many a target match and deer hunt-
would then fight over again the battles of the fabled Mormon
war, through the scene of which we were paaaing, and pour
into the eara of willing liateners many a tale of the daya
when the bandita of the prairiea exiated aa an organized body,
and bad their cordon of emiaaariea over the whole valley of
the Miaaiaaippi. They could point out where auch a notorious
horse-thief had been caught, auch another lynched, and yet
another had paid the forfeit of hia life. Thua paased away
the eveninga, till, aa night atole on, one by one of the group
would atretch out before the blazing fire in alumber, or aeek
repoae beneath the ahelter of the tents.

In one month from the time of our departure from St. Jo-
aeph we pitched our tenta upon the banka of Grand river, a

small atream navigable for the lower claaa of atea-nboats as

high aa the forka at which point we croaeed. This, the most
noted and Isrgest stream of any watering this region, is wild
and romantic in the extreme. Ita serpentine waters are

fringed with over-banging willowa, and the mighty cotton-
wooda lining ita bottom landa of untold fertility impreaa one

with a deep aenae of the aublimity of Nature. At the junc
tion of the forka with the main atream ia the little town of
Utica. This is laid out with all the msgnificence of a city
on paper. Ita inbabitanta pointed out to ua with no little
pride their various reaervations for public squares, dec. Who
knows but what their dreams may some day or other be re¬

acted > At present it must be confessed they seem but vi-
sionary. Certain ft ia, however, that we found it the moot

thriving town We hai yet paeaed through. 8ucceaa to its
" go-a hewT' projectors !
We loot no time by the way. Etch day found ua in the

field, and each night we camped in a different spot. Occa¬
sionally we would reich a atream which a auJden rain bad
awollen and cauaed to overflow ita banka. To ua thia was no

impediment. Our camp-horaea furniebed ua the raady means
of crossing. A slight ducking was all the damage we ever

experienced in crossing, and, once over with our inatrumenta,
we bivouacked with aome friendly farmer until the waters sub-
aided aufficiently to venture our camp equipage to the tender
mercy of the elements. For some weeks it was the period
of Indian aummer. A alight haze rested upon the earth, and
a thin vapory film hung like a veil acroas the blue arch of
heaven. Far and near the prairies were on fire, and as the
sheet of flame with which they were onveloped far as the eye
could reach went leaping «nd crackling upward until item¬
ed to lick the very heavena, denae volumes of amoke rolled
through the atmosphere enveloping earth in a still deeper bsze.
As we crossed one of the magnificent prairies on the Grsnd

river "divide," one ef the company in a thoughtless moment
fired some of the decayed grass. In a short time we were

enveloped in flamea, which, spreading rapidly, threatened
deatruction to the cabin and clearings of the only aettler for
aome miles round. The flames were rapidly driving before
the wind when we aet to woik to save the poor fellow and his
habitation from the effecta of our comrade's thought I
A neighboring thicket furniahed us the weapons with which
to fight the "fire king." Afterobe hour of the hardest work
we ever did m our lives we finally succeeded in overcoming
it, literally whipping it oat. I do not know what a chance
traveller would have thought of it, ooming upon ua auddenly,
end beholding a party of twenty men, each armed with a

huge bruab, and whipping the flameo like eo many davilfc.
At any rate, we had the aatiafaetion of knowing that we bad
saved sn hor.est fanner from the destruction which our com-

rade'a thoughtleasnesa had well-nigh entailed upon turn.

At length we stood upon the grand "divide" which »epa¬
rttee the waters which flow into the Missouri from those of
the Mississippi. This, one of the noblest prairies in the
whole West, is some ten miles in breadth, and runa unbroken
from the northern boundary of the State almost to ita south¬
ern extremity. The eye wearies, as, standing in the centre
of it, one encearors to aetk a limit to ita vastness. From
this " divide" onward, till the valley of the Mississippi is
reached, the stieama are beautifully limpid and transparent,
and present a very different appearance from the muddy
streams which flew westward to empty their watera into the
Miaeouri. There ia presented, too, a marked difference in
the soil ( that lying east of the "divide" being much lees
rieh and fertile tkan to the westward of it.
By the time we reached Palmyra.not the Palmyra of the

ancients, but the snug little coun'y seat of Marion county.
the seaaon wai far advanced. The glories of autumn were

fading feet away. The dear m li>m«' mtol upon the prairies
in th* morning ; but tbe decayed vegetation glittered with
the hoar firostf, which crackled beneath our feet as we went
to our labors. The keen norther whistled through the trees,
atripping them of their foliage, and ecattering it ruthlessly
about. The nighta had become cold and sharp, and buffalo
robes and blanketa smacked of oomfcrt.

Joat aa we rolled into Hannibal, at the end of our line on

the Mississippi, a alight f^ll of snow announced the descent
of winter. Our field labors were now over { the survey fin¬
ished. Psrtsking here fot a few days of the kind hospitality
of the citizens, and in the enjoyment of the luxuries with
which we had for some time dispensed, we rested from
our labors. At tbe entf of a few daya more we atarted from
Hannibal to retrace our steps back to 8t. Joseph. Tbe
prairies through which we had so lately passed were now co¬

vered with a robe of snowi and had an appearance of dreari¬
ness snd desolation. Ten' days' hard walking took ua back
to 8t. Joseph, and we ag^Q trod its street, having been ab-
aent on our tramp just two months, and hiving pedestrianat-
ed some five hundred mile*

Kind reader.if you havp not already dropped from me by
the way-side.here would I tske my leave of you. This is
not the place nor mine tie pen to dwell upon the vast re¬

sources of thia noble region, agricultural and mineral, nor y>
demonstrate it* peculiar physical adap'ation for railway pur¬
poses, the object which our reconnaissance had in view. This
has been done by other hsnds. In a few years tbe steam-

horse will rush snorting across thia beautiful delta, linking
with his iron bands the two noblest valleys of the West.
The almost unbroken solitude which now reigns over these
prairies.unbroken save by a solitary rquatter here and there,
and by the California and Oregon-bound immigrant, as from
Illinois and Indiana with Ma ox-team alowly and toilingly
westward he wends his way.will in the course of time be
aucceeded by the busy hum of civilisation and the throng
of a dense population. Sooner or later this day must come

to pass. Narrow-minded prejudices and party bigotry may
retard it for a while, but come it will. Let the day come

when it may, long will it be ere the memory of our pioneer
tramp over these noble prairies shall pass from my mind. In
the future it will linger around me like the shadow of some

pleasant dream.
Sr. JoeiPH, Missocnl. B.

LIBERIA AND ITS PR0SPECT8.

A few days since we met aajutelligent colored man who
wm about goioa. to Lihssfe, * ?few to make an exami¬
nation ofjueotinkm and jaaayico. Hf i liWilijiJfcfMP

WJ kmmIj the bfeeks have been strongly prejudiced attains
emigration to Africa \ the grietest misrepresentations wen

made to them of the country and ita resources; the climati
was asserted to be fatal; the hardships far greater than the]
were { and finally many of them had been taught the deluuioi
that they could, in some way, and by some means, rise t<
social equality in this country. This delusion is now nearly
destroyed, and the public mind of the blacks is ready to reoeive
correct impressions, both of the true condition of Africa and
their own prospects. The reaction has commenced, and with
it will commence the rapid removal of the free blacks, and
then emancipated slaves, to the shores of Liberia. The same

difficulties, the same prejudices, and the same slow progress
have attended the foundation and growth of every new colony
which now attends that of Liberia. Indeed, we scarcely
know where a new colony in a wilderness and foreign land
has been founded under better auspices thsn this. In 1660,
more than half a century from its first settlement, the colony
of Virginia contained but thirty thousand inhabitants, not¬

withstanding wealth, power, and influence had been largely
exerted in ila favor. In half that time, and with less than
half that influence, and with only colored emigrants, bur¬
dened by the degradation of an inferior caste, Liberia has six
thousand, with a flourishing commerce, a republican consti-
tution, and civilized manners. It requires no sagacity to
foresee that, at the end of half a century from its foundation,
Liberia will present a far greater array of population and
wealth than did Virginia in the same period.
Nor need we fear a deficiency of emigrants j for there is

not only the free colored population to recruit from, (who
will henceforward go freely at their own expense,) but there
ara great numbers of the slave people who will be emanci¬
pated by their mastersand sent to Liberia.
We have, then, really more than a million of the colored

population of this country from which to recruit the riaing
State of Liberia. In thia million, every possible motive which
can excite the energy of emigration, whether in freemen,
slave, or master, exists in full force. A rising empire of
black men offering the anticipated gloriea of freedom and
civilization, the ridd-ince of a tax and a burden on the mas¬

ter, and liberty to the captive.all now combine to increase
emigration to Liberia, and increase the prospects of its ulti¬
mate and complete success. We rejoice in the hope of a

continent redeemed from barbarism, a degraded race restored,
and Christianity illuminating the land of shadows and ol
darkness..Cincinnati Gazette.

Cbihssf. Mxthod or Weld ins Cracked Iroh-wahk..
Mr. Balestier, who went on a mission to the East, de¬
scribes, for the information of the Commissioner of Patents,
the Chinese method of welding cracked iron-ware, by cement¬

ing them with cast-iron while in a liquid a'ate :

In a cast iron pan which Mi. B. procured to be welded,
the operator commenced by breaking the edgcaof the fracturc
alightly with a hammer, bj as to eolarge the fissures, aftei
which the fractured part* were placed and held in their natural

positiona by means of wooden braes. The pan bting rsmriy,
crucibles made of clay were laid in charcoal, and ignited in
a small portable sheet-iron furnace, with bellowa working
horizontally. Aa soon as the pieccs of cast-iron with which
the crucibles were charged were fused, it was poured cn a

Isyer of partly charred husk of rough rice or paddy, which
was previously spread on a thickly doubled cloth, the object
of which ia to prevent the sudden cooling and hardening ol
the liquid metal. Whilst in this liquid state it was quickly
conveyed with the right hand to the fractured part under the
vestel, and forced up with a jerk ii.to the enlarged fisture,
whilst with the left hand a paper rubber was passed over the
obtruding liquid inside of the vessel, mikng a atrong, sub¬
stantial, and neat operation.
Four Mxs Drowrbd..On Wednesdsy morning, about

four o'clock, four of the crew of the ship Augusts, of Gotten-
burg, lying in the North River, (New York,) were drowned
whi e endeavoring to gel on board their vessel in a small boat.
It appeara they were intoxicated at the time. Their names

are Anderson, Neikon, Peterson, and Berryson.
Parent ark Child.The case of Richardson vs. Rich¬

ardson, in the Msine courts, baa excited considerable atten¬

tion. it will be rccollrcted that there was involved in thia
caae an important queelicn aa to the binding effect of a gift
of an infant child oo the part of the parents to the grand
mother, Mrs. Furnsworth. The mother died soon sfter the
birth of the child, but first nquested ber mother to reccive
the child, aa kheallegea and aa waa found by the jury, to rear

and educate as ber own. 8ome yeara afterwards the fsther
claimed, and, having obtained possession of the child, refuted
to give it op to the grandmother. This action of replevin,
in tbe name of the child sgainat the father as defend¬
ant, waa than instituted, and tbe child restored to tbs
grandmother, and the case was carried up t> the full court

by exceptions. The principal point was in relation to iha
validity of this contract. Tbe court now decides that tbe proof
of the contract waa inadmissible, and that the action cannot
be austained. The effect of thia deciaion muat be to reaton
tbe child to the father.

OFFICIAL.

Post OrriCK Dipartment, Octobee 29, 1851.
Numerous application* haviog been made to thia Depart¬

ment for the allowance of increaaed commission* to postmas¬
ters, authorized under certain conditions bj the sixth sec¬

tion of " An act to reduce and modify the rates of postsge in
the United 8taUs, and for other purposes," approved March
3d, 1851 { and it having been clearly shown that, in moat

cases, the labors of postmasters have been increased and their
commissions reduced by the operation of said act.

It is ordered that, whenever the Auditor of the Treasury
for the Post Office Department shall have satisfactory proof,
by sffidavit or otherwise, that the labors of any postmaster
have been increased and his commissions reduced, as provided
for by said act, he shall allow and credit such postmaster with
commissions according to the following rules, to wit:

1. Where (Jul coaimisaions of such postmaster for the fiscal
year ending Jane 30, 1851, did not exceed fifty dollars, the
tame amount of commissions allowed for that year, with
twenty per cent, added thereto, dull be allowed and credited
to the postmaster for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1852.

2. Where the ccmotusions of such postmaster for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1851, exceeded fifty dollars, and did not
exceed one hundred dollars, the same amount of commissions
allowed for thai year, with fifteen per cent, added thereto,
shall be allowed and credited to the postmaster for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1852.

3. Where the commissions of such postmaster for the fiscal
year eading June 30, 1851, exceeded one hundred and did
not exceed five hundred dollars, the same amount of commis¬
sions allowedfor that year, with twelve and a half per cent,
added thereto, ahall be allowed and credited to the postmaster
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1852.

4. Where the commissions of such postmaster for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1851, exceeded five hundred dollars,
the same amount of commissions allowedfor that year, with
ten per cent, added thereto, shall be allowed and credited to
the postmaster for the year ending June 30, 1852.

Provided, always, that the commissions to be'allowed at any
post cffice (other than a distributing office) shall not exceed
the postages collected at such office during the period for
which such allowance is made : provided, also, that a special

1 application for a further allowance to any diatributing office
may le made whenever the Auditor shall certify that the
commissions authorized to be allowed under this order are in¬
sufficient to pay the actual and necessary expenses of such
office, including the compensation of the postmaster: and
provided, further, that there shall not ba allowed at any office
where the compensation of the postmaster is by law limited
to a fixed salary or compensation any greater sum than shall
be required to psy such salary or compensation, and the ac¬

tual and necessary expenses of his office.
The rate of allowance after the present fiscal year is re¬

serve d for future consideration, and will be determined upen
after the account* for the first three quarters of the present
fiscal year shall have been adjusted by the Auditor.

N. K. HALL, Postmaster General.

FOUCAULT'S PENDULUM.THE EARTH'8
ROTATION.

From the Guardian, an educational magazine edited at the
Female Institute, Columbia, Tennessee.

A very happy idea, in connexion with tbla hnwitifiri «p«-
riment in Natural Philosophy, bae been presents*! to the
waiM> fMtmit Srmoao,. <rf Rutgers's College, New

of tome six
hmKVSuM^lnpoB a steel point restiog within a socket of
glass for the avoidance of friction. The wheel is aupported
horizontally upon it* central point, and ia abut up from all
disturbing influences of currents in the air, being left en'irely
to itself. The wheel exhibits all the phenomena of Foucauli'a
pendulum.the earth revolving around it, causing a seeming
revolution of the wheel, precisely as in the case of (be pen¬
dulum.
The probability is that a chip resting upon the surface of a

tub of water, secluded from all atmospheric motions, and left
in perfect repose, would exhibit the same phenomena, but not
in so marked a way, owing to tbe disturbing influence of the
friction of the ivater against the aides of the vessel. A high¬
ly-polished steel needle rests upon tbe eurface of quicksilver
apparently without contact, just as certain insects walk upon
water without wetting their feet. Could a perfectly circular
vessel be devised of a material that would annihilate tbe re¬

tardation of friction on being filled with quicksilver, it ia pos¬
sible that a float placed upon ita surface would exhibit Mons
Foucault's beautiful idea far better tban his own pendulum,
or Prof. Strong's wheel. Tbe quantity of tbe fluid experi¬
mented with has nothing to do with the success of the expe¬
riment { and quicksilver is the most promising substance for
the trial, as being the densest fluid known, that ia, possessing
tbe highest vit inertia or resistance to motion.

It is probable tha', whenever a round vessel of any easily
moving fluid is left for some time in a state of perfect rest,
it assumes a slowly revolving motion like Foucauli's pendu¬
lum, in obedience to tbe earth's diurnal rotation. This mo¬
tion is more or less considerable aa tbe vessel is more or less
rem >te from the earth's equator. Its direction is to the ItA
if in north latitude, and to the right if in aonth latitude.

Ever aince tbe announcement of Prof. Strong's varia'ion
of tbe Foucault experiment we have been waiting for some
one to announce tbia very obvious inference, and to demon¬
strate that some of the most remarkable of the oceanic cur¬
rents are easily traced lo the influence first suggested by the
rotating pendulum.
Some twenty-five yean ago Capt. Basil Hall promulgated

tbe theory of tbe trade winds, which ia now received and ac¬

quiesced in by the learntd every where; and it seems sur¬

prising that be did not happen to advance a little further, and
present to the world the very experiment of Mi>os. Foucault.
This theory, in brief, ia that tbe aimospberic ocean has a

general ro a*ion precisely equal with that of the earth, but
that it ia oonatantly approaching to or receding from the equa¬
tor under tbe influence of rarefaction frgm the son's rays.
Within the torrid line the movement of our atmosphere is
less, and the h gher latitudes, whether north or south, great¬
er, tban tbe average rotatory movement of the earth « sur¬

face j the reault being easterly winds on the equator, and
westerly winds at all points far enough removed from it.
The basin [tub] of tbe North Atlantic presents ua tbe most

striking instance of a large and somewhat insulated body of
water, removed far enough from the equator to exemplify
with distinctness the influence of the earth's rotary motion.
The Gulf Stream, on its western aide the well known rurrcnt
petling ess'ward from Newfoundland towards Europe, a dis¬
tinct southerly movement along the Spanish and African
coasts, at.d tbe westerly motion within the tr<pic«, hitherto
ascribed cxilusively to the influence of the Trade winds, con¬

stitute a very striking demonstration of the ir fluence of the
power first suggested by Mons. Foucault. The northern
portion of the Pacific will probably, on being more thoroughly
explored, verify this theory. In tbe sou hern hemisphere we
find an equally plain confirmation of tbe truth of Mons. Fou¬
cauli's theory. Tbe Indian Ocean forms another isolated
body of water, which is constantly exhibiting the phenomona
of a vast rotatiMi. The currents in its eastern section are

much interfered with by the periodical monsoons, while its
southern division is so little traversed by the navigators ss to
be almost unknown. Its western side, between Madagascar
and Africa, known aa the Channel of M zambique, exhibits
almost a repetition of our Atlantic Gulf 8tream. A constant
current sets through between Madagascar and the continent,
ronning ordinarily at tbe rate of four or five miles per hour.
Being on tbe opposite side of the equator, tbe stream flowa in
a direction opposite lo that on the Nortb American coast.
the rotation of the insulated aca being to tbe right rather than
to the left.thus completely verifying the theory of Mona.
Foucault. Tbe most promimnt cape, projecting trom tbe
contiuent into ibis stream, was named by tbe Portuguese ad
venturera who first attempted to make headway against it
Capo de Cvrrientes, the Cspe of Currents. Outward bound
ships always avoid it, while those returning from the E.ist In¬
dies alwava avail themselves of the favoring fl od.
The influence of tbe earth's rotation upon oceanic currents

cannot fail to arrest tbe attention of Lieut. Madkt, of the
Wsshington Observatory, in the construction of his wind and
corrent charts. t

Fatal Armr in Gtosen..An affray occurred at Esst
Point, sbout six miles from Atlanta, on the 17<h instant, be¬
tween a young man named Laox Ann Ratabbib and Taos,
and Joaa Coiiilit, in which Thomas received a fatal stsb
ia the abdomen and has since died. Hot brother John was

shot through tbe breast, but hie wounds were not considered
fatal. Ratenee made hie escape after the fracas, and a re¬

ward of three hundred dollars is offered for hie apprehension.

VARIETIES.

Gamslikg im Ecaorx..The enormous sums of money
which daily change owner* at Wiesbaden, Carlesrnhe, and
other watering placea which are generally reeorted to by the
lashion and ariatocracy of Europe are almoat incredible, and
of courae this high playing ia frequently attended with tragi¬
cal results.

, ,A few weeka ago, at Csrlesruhe, a gentleman named 1ia-
aard, who bad long been considered the moil successful gam¬
bler of hisdsy, and who has frequemly won $100,000 in
one night, auddenly took it into hi* head to send a bullet
through hia heart, becauae on one occasion bia good lack bad
deserted him, which, tboogb it would not be the cause of his
ruin, yet he thought would diabonor him. Playing with a

German Countess, be loat every time, though they continued
-for ihrty-ooe boura without the slightest interruption,
while ooee taking a cap of ctffes. At last, finding himself
minua the sum dMMtQQO franca, ha coolly rose from ths ta¬
ble, and, requesting Um lady to excuse him for a moment,
raured. After the lapae of aome timr, die Coonteas having
become a little figidety about his latum, . servant to
seek him, who, findiag hia door locked, knocked .®Ter~
times for admiseioo, bat raeeittoeg no answer he at length
broke it open. There lay the gambler extended on the floor,
with a bullet hole through hia heart, and beside him on the
table an envelope bearing the addreaa of the Countess, and
containing in bank bills the amount she had won from him.
The Counteaa, it ia aaid, when ahe was informed of the
cataatrophe which occurred, remarked : " Well, at least he
might have told me he waa never coming back, and not have
kept me waiting here so long."
A Jiwjsu Divorce..A Jewish divorce was granted in this

city a few daya ago. It ia the first case that baa occurred here
during thirteen years. The applicant waa fbe husband. The
mode of untying the knot is simple. The aggrieved party lays
the case before the chief Rabbi, who wkcti Iwo oiher Rabbis,
and the three hear the statement, call wit neaaea, and, if satisfied
that there are grounds for a divorce, give to the suitor a writ¬
ing of twelve lines.r.o more nor leas.on parchment. This
is signed by witnesses, who also see that thia party delivers-
it to the party criminated. When tbi* has been done the
separation ia complete, though the partiea can be re-married
if they wiah; but if the wife, lor instance, ahould marry
another man, and be should die, the former husband feannot
again marry her. The woman in tbia case is not a Jewess
by birth or education. She waa connected with no church.
Shortly after her marriage she sppealed moat urgently to the
Rabbis here to be admitted to the Jewiah faith. After conaider-
abh epposition her wish was granted. This is very rare,
and only one other instance has occurred, so far ss we can
learn..Cleveland {Ohio) Ploindcaler of October 6.

Obstihact..An obstinate man doea not bold opinions,
but they hold him ; for when be ia once possessed of ao
error it ia like a devil, only caat out with great difficulty.
Wbataoever he laya hold oo, like a drunken man, he never

loses, though it do but help to sink him the sooner. His
ignorance ia abrupt and inaccessible, impregnable both by
art and nature, and will hold out to the last, though it has
nothing but rubbiah to defend. It is as dark aa pitch, and
aticka aa faat to any thing it laya hold on. Hia akull is so

thick tbst it is proof sgaiost reason, and never cracks but on
the wrong aide, just opposite to that on which the impression
is made, wbich surgeonssaydoe* happen very frequently. The
slighter sod more inconsistent his opinions are, the faster he
holds tbem, otherwise they would fall asunder of themselves;
for opinions that are fal»e ought to be held with more strict¬
ness and assurance than those that are true, otherwise twy
will be apt to betray tbeir ownera before they are aware. He-
dt lights most of all to difler in things indifferent; no matter
how frivolous they are, they are weighty enough in his weak
judgment; and he will rather suffer eeU-martyrdom
with the least scruple of Ms u
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proof againat all sorta of judgmenta wbataoever.

Ah " Old Cock " Gobi.We place no reatraint upon
our sorrow in r« cording the death of the large 8hanghae cock
of Mr. William Stowe, our worthy postmaster, and late chair¬
man of the committee on fowls. He died three days since
while moulting. He hsd watched from day to day his wan¬

ing glorits, as tail-feather after tail-feather fell to the ignoble
earth, and in the depth of his humiliation was crowcd over by
a bantam roos'sr hard by. His proud spirit waa humbled.
The hens, who had ao often regarded him with respect, with
all the fiickleness of their sex, clucked at him from under
currant bushes, and pretended to be very buay scratching -

whenever his stately form.stately even in his wreck.stalked
like a sorrowful shadow by. At last, a light breexe spring¬
ing up, he walked out to obtain ita revivifying influence, but
the breeze took bis last tail-feather, the bantam neighbor ut¬
tered a abrill crow, the hens tittered, and the chickens
«« snickered light out." This was the drop too much. His
proud heart broke.he fell, be died. A rude grave was scoop¬
ed in the ground, and he was buried { but if It is true that
roosters return to the source from whence they sprung, then
is this Shanghae cock reigning high-cockolorum among the
Celestial fowls in all the " fuse and feathers of roya«y.

[Springfield Republican.
The Bartholomew Southern Righta Association of South

Carolina held their anniveraary a few daya ago, the proceed¬ings of which we find in the Charleston Mercury. Mr.
Rhxtt made a speech, which is highly spoken of, but which
is not. reported. Tne toaata given on the occasion will show
the spirit of the company :

Mr. Rbett gave the following : " Tbe People of the South¬
ern Siatea : They will not desert us to herd with Free-Soilera
and Cons >lida ioui«U."
By A. C. Campbell: "There would be more glory in

forming a rampart with our bodies around the confines o. the
State, than timely submit to be victims of s relentless ma-

J°By James Saunders, sen., Esq.. " I would rather dig a

grave for my own son, with my own hands, and hide h-nx
from the face of mankind, than see him a Subraiesionist.
BvL. Patterson, E*q.: "South Carolina.too ^depen¬dent and patriotic to submit to Northern oppression.
By E. 8. Bellinger, Esq , (one of the Delegates elect to

the 8tate Conven'i'Mi 0 "The free and high-hearted eons of
the South :

The Southerner's soul, like his own glorious skyr
It glows in his bosom, it beams in his eye:
And there's nothing on earth that is halt so sineere
As the Southerner a smile, or the Southerner's tear f
But wake up bis spirit with insult and wrong.
And his tendons grow stiff and hia muscles grow strong.
And the first flssh of wrath that enkindles his breast

^la like bia own summer sun, ere he stoops to the West.

How to lax or Mewix ??. a Raiwt Dat..A number
of years sg., Charlea and Clara 8 , were married in the
city of New York. Charlea waa wealthy and in g«od buai-
ne«s.very comfortable citcumatanceafora young man, which
tended, of course, to develop bia naturally liberal disposition.
Feeling thu< bappy and independent of »te world a frowns,
he proposed to his youthful bride ooe day during the honey
moon, to Rive her fi»e ibouaand dollara for every "scion ot
his house" which should be engrafted upon the family tree.
an arrangement, as may be supposed, to which the lovely
Clara ma.le not the alighlest objee ion. Time passed on,
Charlea faithfully performing his agreement, snd ">»*">«
inquiries aa to the deposition of ber money by his better ball,
until they had been marriad aqrae ten yeara ; fortune, wbicn
had smiled with constancy, suddenly turned her bscfc, auu

left him apparently h»&h and dry among the breakers of Wall
street. When tbe criaia hsd arrived, be went home wi hia

heavy heart to announce the aad newa to bis wife, that M
waa an irretrievably ruined man.tbst bis proper y

^

gone to satiafy his creditors, and nothing was le.

exactly so bad a. that, my dear," »nJ Clara. "W*.
minute and aee what I have been doing. us s y , .

ran op stairs and aoon returned with s deed in her own name,
of one half of an elegant block of bouses in ths
worth thirty thousand dollars. '' Y ou see

m,th;n- for Ktrioua," continued she, "snd have tad "J ^rainy day. If y<m ha I been as unart a. your bro her, we

b... b.d .b. -bol.

Ecokomt 1" CASPLXS.If you are wilhout a ">'hlighl^
and would binrn a candle all night, u.le. you u*e the M-
lowins nrrcsuuon it is ten to oae an ordinary candle will
cu'tsr sway ". .« or lwo« »o the endan*»nn»fbe rafety of .be hoi»e. Tbia may bs avcmled by placmg aaTacb common s.U, finely powdered, a, will nm* from tb.
tallow to the bottom of the blsck part of the wick of s partlyburi^rcandle, which, if tbe .m. be Ht »W burn very slow*,
yielding sufficient light for a bedchamber ,

ually sink as tbe tallow ia owisumed, the melled uUjw being
drawn through the salt and consumed in lbs wwk.

[tLccmomut.


